
 

ELA 
5th Grade Choice Board - Reader’s Response Log  

Read your book, or text, and choose a response question.  Write or discuss your answer to the question. 
Explain a character’s problem 
and then offer that character 
your advice on how to solve 
his/her problem.  

Describe a character’s traits 
and feelings. What causes the 
character to behave in 
certain ways?  

What is the main idea of what 
you read? Give 3 details to 
support the main idea.  

How would the story be 
different if it were told in 
another character’s point of 
view? Explain.  

What is the most important 
word, sentence or phrase of 
your book or text? Explain.  

How did a character’s actions 
affect other characters in 
the story? Explain in detail.  

What connections can you 
make between your life and 
the book? Explain.  

Pick a part where you did not 
agree with how a character 
or person handled a situation. 
How would you have handled 
it? 

What text features do you see 
within your text? Give some 
examples and explain their 
purpose.  

After reading, what important 
lessons did you learn? How 
has the text inspired or 
changed you? Explain.  

What are some words you did 
not know in your text? Use a 
dictionary or context clues to 
explain the meanings.  

Write a summary of what you 
read in your text today.  



 

Writing 
5th Grade Choice Board  

The Box that Talks 
 
 
A teacher brought a box into the 
room and left it beside her desk. 
During lunch, you came back to the 
classroom and she wasn’t there but 
the box started making sounds. Tell a 
story about what happened next? 
What was in the box? What did you 
do about it? 

Things You’re Proud of, Things You 
Regret 

 
There are times in our lives when we 
feel very proud about something we 
have done, and other times when we 
feel bad about the things we do. 
Write about one time when you felt 
proud about something you did, or 
one thing when you felt bad about 
something you did.  

You Want What You Want 
 
Everybody wants something. Some 
people want money or toys or other 
fun things, some people want to go 
places, other people just want to be 
happy. Think of a time in your life 
when you really wanted something. 
What was it? Why was it so important 
to you? Did you get it? Was it as good 
as you thought it would be?  

Sometimes You Just Gotta Break the 
Rules  

 
Think of a rule you would like to have 
changed. The rule can be a school 
rule, a home rule. Convince someone 
that the rule should be changed by 
giving good reasons for the change.  

Job Application  
 
You need money to buy something 
that’s very important to you, and you 
know that the best way to get the 
money you need is to get a job. But 
ten other people have applied for 
the same job you want so you’ve been 
asked to write an essay to convince 
the company to hire you over 
everyone else. Tell why you should 
get the job. 

School Memories 
 
Sometimes the things that happen at 
school aren’t very interesting. But 
occasionally something unusual 
happens that you know you’ll 
remember forever. Tell about a 
school experience you remember 
well. What was it that made it so 
memorable? 

A Great Vacation 
 
Everybody loves vacations. 
Sometimes people travel to new 
places. Sometimes they visit family 
members. And sometimes they just 
stay at home and have fun right 
where they are. Tell about your 
favorite vacation. What made it so 
much fun?  

I Knew I Shouldn’t Have Done That  
 
Every once in a while, it seems like we 
end up in some kind of trouble. 
Sometimes we don’t know that what 
we’re doing is wrong. But at other 
times, we do something bad even 
though we know we shouldn’t. Tell 
about a time you did something you 
shouldn’t have and got in trouble for 
it. What did you do? How did you get 
caught?  

After School Activities  
 
The school day is long and hard. But 
it ends around three and most kids 
have several hours before dinner. 
What is your favorite thing to do 
right after school? Why do you like it 
so much? Explain your opinion about 
your favorite after school activity.  

Subject Matters 
 

In school we study many different 
subjects. Some we like and some we 
don’t. Pick a subject you really like or 
one that you really hate. Explain your 
opinion about it. What makes it your 
most favorite or least favorite 
school subject?  

Advice for a New Student 
 
Just about everyone knows how 
awkward and uncomfortable it is to 
be the new kid in school. What advice 
would you have for someone coming 
to your school for the very first day? 
What could you tell this person to 
make him or her feel better?  

Game Consultant 
A game manufacturer has hired you 
to design a new game for kids your 
age. The game can be about anything 
you think your friends would enjoy, 
and it can be any kind of game 
(board game, video game, computer 
game, card game, etc.) The president 
of the company would like you to 
write a letter to the people who will 
be making the game to tell them 
about the game you think they 
should make. Explain the game 
clearly and tell why you think kids like 
you would enjoy playing it. 



Math 
Fifth Grade Choice Board 

Over a period of time, record 
daily temperatures in the 
morning and in the evening. 
Chart the temperatures, and 
make a graph from the data.   

Practice using percents in the 
context of tips.  For example, 
calculate 1/10 or 10% of 
amounts of money.   

Explain the concept of 
multiplication.  Use equations, 
models, and words in your 
explanation. 

Explain the Order of 
Operations in your own words. 

How are parentheses, braces, 
and brackets used in number 
sentences?  How are the 
three symbols connected? 

Explain the connection 
between subtraction and 
division. 

Write three division story 
problems.  Then solve the 
story problems. 

Create a line plot using unit 
fractions that would give you 
2 ½ when added together. 

Go on an array hunt.  Draw 
each array, tell where you 
found it, and write a 
multiplication sentence to 
match it. 

Create an anchor chart that 
explains fractions on a 
number line. 

Explain how multiplication and 
division operations are solved 
when they are in the same 
equation.  Provide an example 
to support your thinking. 

Make a list of at least ten 
ways that fractions are used 
outside of your classroom. 

 
 



Science 
Fifth Grade Choice Board 

Think of your favorite place. 
List 5 items you would find 
there.  Describe each item’s 
physical properties.  Illustrate 
each. 

Design an experiment to 
demonstrate force and 
motion. 

Draw a comic strip to 
illustrate what happens when 
a greater force is applied. 

Create a food chain.  Draw at 
least 4 links, starting with the 
sun.  Next, draw 6 more 
organisms to create a food 
web found within your 
ecosystem.  Label each 
organism with its common 
name and whether it is a 
consumer, producer, or 
decomposer. 

Develop a foldable with three 
tabs that defines and 
illustrates the concepts of 
waves, tides, and currents. 

The answer is “ecosystems.” 
What are five questions? 

Brainstorm or research 
different methods to 
separate different mixtures. 
Create an organized table to 
describe your ideas. 

Design an experiment that 
tests objects for magnetism. 

Brainstorm a word that 
describes an ecosystem for 
each letter of the alphabet. 

Create your own unit of 
measure.  Give your unit a 
name and create an 
illustration to describe it. 

Choose a type of pollution (i.e., 
air, water, land) and a specific 
problem (i.e., plastic in the 
ocean).  Design a plan or an 
invention to solve that type of 
pollution. 

Make a list of examples of 
when it is an advantage to 
have friction and when it is a 
disadvantage. 

 
 



Social Studies 
Fifth Grade Choice Board 

Reconstruction 
 
Compare and contrast 
slavery and sharecropping 
using a Venn Diagram. 
Include at least 3 points in 
each section. 

Reconstruction 
 
Develop an ad to include in a 
local newspaper that 
encourages former slaves to 
seek out the Freedmen's 
Bureau. 

Reconstruction 
 
Write at least 3 diary entries 
from the point of view of 
Abraham Lincoln before he 
was assassinated.  Include 
information relevant to 
Reconstruction. 

Reconstruction 
 
Design a comic strip with at 
least 5 sections that 
illustrates daily life for a 
sharecropper during 
Reconstruction 

Roaring 20’s/ 
Great Depression 

 
Make flash cards for the 
important terms, people, and 
events of the Great 
Depression. 

Roaring 20’s/ 
Great Depression 

 
Create a fake social media 
post about Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 

Roaring 20’s/ 
Great Depression 

 
Create a storyboard to 
illustrate the events of the 
Stock Market Crash. 

Roaring 20’s/ 
Great Depression 

 
Create a Venn Diagram that 
compares and contrasts 
Charles Lindbergh and Amelia 
Earhart.  Be sure to include 3 
detailed facts about each 
person. 

Civil Rights 
 

Design a time capsule on a 
piece of paper.  Draw 10-15 
items that would help someone 
from the future learn about 
the Civil Rights Movement. 
Summarize the importance of 
the collection. 

Civil Rights 
 

Write a series of journal 
entries as if you were an 
African American student 
living through the historical 
events of the time period. 
Describe your thoughts and 
feelings about the events 
occurring around you. 

 

Civil Rights 
 

Fold a piece of paper into 8 
different sections.  Design 8 
frames to depict the 
historical events that 
occurred during this time 
period.  Color your 
storyboard! 

Civil Rights 
 

Conduct an interview with one 
of the leaders of the Civil 
Rights Movement.  Include at 
least 5 thought-provoking 
questions and their 
responses. 

 


